returned to the 5th Westphalian Uhlan regiment and
served as a regimental officer until i October 1902, on
which date he was attached to the Military Riding School.

While von Papen was immersed in his soldiering,
England and Germany were drifting farther apart. The
popularity of Great Britain in Europe had not increased
as a result of the South-African war, and ^England^ particu-
larly was still smarting under the Kaiser's attitude to
President Kruger. The majority of statesmen in Europe
sensed trouble in England's continual postponement of
her promised evacuation of Egypt England claimed that
it was unsafe to leave the Egyptians to self-government,
which she was teaching them, while bringing added
prosperity to the fellaheen. But Germany saw in England's
action a sinister motive of conquest and the French had
become annoyed with England over the rather arbitrary
attitude adopted to the Republic's claims in North Afric||
France became embittered at what she considered to b<e
British aggression.
When, after the Peace of Vereeniging in May 1902,
England poured money into South Africa for the re-
instatement of the farmsteads which had been subject to
military occupation and damage during the Boer war,
instead of demanding indemnities, Europe again saw some-
thing sinister in English policy. For it did not seem that
Albion would lavish treasure as well as the flower of her
youth on the surly and truculent Boer.
Europe became a seething pot of suspicion and com-
mercial competition. The Kaiser's reference to the Huns
when bidding farewell to the German troops who were
off to China to fight during the Boxer rebellion, caused
annoyance to English minds; and so the merry strife went
on, not yet open, but with incident in plenty to cause
friction and a resultant general conflagration.
New factors began to influence European relations. For
fifty years Britain had pursued a policy of free trade, but
now a new policy was vigorously pushed forward, and in
many quarters enthusiastically adopted, but this brought
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